
A short history by Herb Johnson W6QKI on the relaunch of Atlas in 1993.

 

The History of Atlas Radio Company: 

Since Atlas is again entering the HF Transceiver market, the following is a brief recap of the 
company's history. 

Herb Johnson, W6QKI, was the founder of Swan Electronics in 1961, manufacturing the first 
generation of highly successful SSB/CW Transceivers for the amateur radio market. In 1967 
he merged Swan with Cubic Corp. of San Diego, and continued managing the Swan 
subsidiary until 1973. The Swan line of equipment was mostly tube type design, and through 
the years more than 80,000 Swan Transceivers were sold. A high percentage of them are still 
on the air, putting out strong, good quality signals. (The name "Swan" was chosen in memory 
of Herb's dad, whose name in the old country, Sweden, was Sven, but was Americanized to 
Swan when he came to the U.S.A.) 

In 1974, Herb started his second company and named it Atlas Radio (after the 1924 vintage 
diesel engine in the 1924 motor vessel, "Westward", owned and skippered by his friend, Don 
Gumpertz, K6OF). Atlas introduced the first really successfull all solid state transceiver. 

In this design he had valuable assistance of les Earnshaw, founder of Southcom International. 
The original model 180 covered the 160, 80, 40, and 20 meters. In 1975, the 210 and 215 
models evolved, followed by the 210X and 215X improvements in 1976. (The 210 series 
covered the bands from 80 through 10 meters, while the 215 covered 160 through 15.) There 
were over 19,000 of these models sold. They were developed under the "KISS" principle 
("Keep-It-Simple-Stupid"), and the design set new standards for high performance and 
reliability, as well as being practically bullet proof. The big majority of these early Atlas 
radios are still in service, and are not easy to find on the used market. 

"The Swan transceivers were what I like to think of as my first generation of SSB HF 
Transceivers," says Herb. "They were then followed by my second generation, the Atlas 
transceivers of the 70's." 

"And, so here we are, back again, this time with the third generation, the brand new Atlas 310.
I'm sure you'll find the 310 to be as innovative and exciting as the 210 was 18 years ago, with 
many additional features to make it the radio of the 90's. The general design philosophy is the 
same 'KISS' principle, but without compromise in any area. In state-of-the-art technology, 
performance, and reliability, the 310 takes a back seat to no one." 
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HISTOIRE DE ATLAS RADIO – Une longue et riche histoire



 ATLAS 350XL sur Clipperton



                      A  notre ami  Herb JOHNSON W6QKI President de ATLAS RADIO 
                            Support technique et Opérateur de l'expédition Clipperton 1978

                                               San Diego 1978 – matériel  ATLAS
                                                             F9JS et F6AQO

                                              F9JS Jean-Charles et  N6IC Don

                                            



                               
                                               F5II Jack (papa Doc) et HB9AHL Willy

                                                F6AOI André et F6AQO François

                                                 F6BBJ Jacky et F6ARC Olivier     



                                                   F6BFH Alain et HB9AHL Willy

                                                                     F9IE Bernard

   

                                                                                           


